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Suggestions for proposed sign ordinance

3/28/12


MODIFICATIONS TO SECTIONS

Old City Civic Association’s seven suggestions for changes to the proposed sign regulations in the Philadelphia Zoning Code are limited to regulations that may affect our community.



· 
· 

· 
· 
· 
§14-502 /CTR, Center City Overlay, 

(e) Vine Street Area, .3 Building Identification Signs:
1) There should not be a special exception for building identification signs that allows them above the bottom of the second floor with art commission approval (the normal city-wide prohibition should apply)

(g) Independence Hall Area

2) The boundaries for Independence Hall Area should be regular and easy to use (rather than a patchwork of blocks between Front and Eighth Streets from Spruce to Flower Streets) 
(m) Central Delaware Waterfront

3) A new overlay should be added to cover the area between I-95 and the Delaware River from Alleghany Avenue to Oregon Avenue
§14-904 Accessory Sign Controls, 

(1) Controls That Apply In All Zoning Districts, (c) Directional Signs, .5 Spacing
4) A new section should be added that prohibits directional signs closer than 100 feet from each other

(2) Controls Applicable to Specific Zoning Districts and Defined Areas

5) 
6) 
7) CMX-3 Table (page 9-15):

a) should have a maximum number of accessory building signs of 6 (rather than unlimited)
b) should have maximum sign height of second floor window (rather then roofline)

c) should prohibit freestanding digital signs
d) should prohibit “projected” signs (where the projector could be anywhere – a distant building, a temporary device, or a mobile units that travels throughout the city) until such technologies are standardized and their possible impacts assessed
§14-905 Non-Accessory Signs, (2) Sign Locations, (b) Prohibited Locations

· 
8) The CMX-3 zoning districts should be ‘prohibited’ (rather then ‘removal locations’) 
9) New locations should be added: billboards should be ‘prohibited’ within 660 feet of the Vine Street Expressway (rather than in ‘removal locations’), ‘prohibited’ within 660 feet of the Delaware River between Walnut and Spring Garden Streets (rather than ‘unlimited controls’), and ‘prohibited’ within 660 feet of the Delaware Expressway (rather than in ‘removal locations’), ‘prohibited’ within 660 feet of the Delaware River between Oregon Avenue and Alleghany Avenue (rather than ‘unlimited controls’), prohibited within 660 feet of Independence National Historic Park, and ‘prohibited’ within 660 feet of schools and churches.
10) Reference should be made to that portion of the Philadelphia Code that regulates real estate signs.
PROPOSED NEW SECTIONS

11) 
Old City Civic Associations suggests that the zoning code consolidate all sign regulations in one location, articulate unwritten sign regulations, and include key signs in Civic Design Review. 
§14-908 Non-Accessory Signs in Public Spaces 
A. A new preface should be added that mentions the desire to reduce visual clutter along streets, provide sufficient walking areas on sidewalks, reduce hazards of opening car doors on the sidewalk side of parking spaces, make driving and walking less distracting, provide sufficient clearances for truck traffic, etc.

B. A new section should be added regulating informational signs
1) 
pedestrian oriented signs maximum 10 sq ft

2) 
vehicular oriented signs maximum 20 sq ft

3) 
informational signs should not be closer than 100 feet apart

C.
A new section should be added regulating banners on utility and light poles

1) maximum size 20 sq ft, minimum height 10 feet above sidewalk, maximum height above sidewalk or street 14 feet, minimum spacing 100 feet apart

2) signs, other than parking regulations, highway marker signs, and street identification signs should be prohibited on light poles 

D.
A new section should be added regulating signs across streets - minimum height above roadway 14 feet, maximum height above roadway 18 feet, maximum size 60 sq ft, minimum spacing 1,000 feet.
E.
A new section should be added regulating parking signs - minimum height above sidewalk 10 feet, maximum height above sidewalk 12 feet, maximum size 6 sq ft.
F.
A new section should be added regulating signs on fixtures in the public right-of-way

1) public fixtures such as trash and recycling receptacles, benches, parking kiosks, traffic light control boxes, newspaper corrals, bus shelters, etc.

2) private fixtures such as newspaper stands and sidewalk vendors are covered in another section of the Philadelphia Code, but should be referenced here. Several other private fixtures are mentioned in the Code but do not contain signage regulations: telephone booths, vending carts, moveable A-frames, newspaper vending boxes, sidewalk cafes, curb markets, bulk windows, cellar doors, enclosure walls, fences, platforms, railings, terraces, and other obstructions to pedestrian travel.
G. A new section should be added prohibiting signs on street trees. 
H. A new section should be added prohibiting signs painted on sidewalks or basements entrance covers.
I. A new section should be added prohibiting bandit signs.
J. A new section should be added regulating transit signs: SEPTA, PATCO, private tour operators, etc.
K. A new section should be added regulating street identification signs.
L. A new section should be added regulating projected signs (light images shown on a building or structure from a source separate from the building or structure).  
M. A new section should be added regulating signs on satellite dishes. 
§14-909 Signs on Public Facilities 
A. A new preface should mention the need to articulate and consolidate the regulations of various public and quasi-public agencies in one section, protecting public property from harmful commercial interests, discouraging exploitation including government-sponsored exploitation of the public, and setting a level of sign standards that others might emulate.
B. A new section should detail the types of government agencies covered by these regulations: City of Philadelphia and all of its departments, the School District of Philadelphia and local authorities that govern parking, bridges, transportation, economic development, housing, etc.
C. A new section should detail the types of facilities covered by these regulations: buildings, structures, parks and vacant land, vehicles, transit facilities, etc.

D. A new section should regulate signs in public parks: 
1) entrance signs should be located within 50 feet of major pedestrian entrances or parking lot entrances to parks, should provide information about the facility (opportunities available in the park, park regulations, etc.), be make of materials suitable to the park, be pedestrian-oriented, and not exceed 100 sq feet each. 
2) locational signs near major roads can be auto-oriented, visible to passing traffic, indicate the name and type of park facility, show the location of parking lot entrances for the park, be made of materials suitable for the park; a maximum of 3 signs should not exceed 1,000 sq ft each for parks, a maximum of 2 signs should not exceed 500 sq ft each for community playgrounds and recreation centers. 
3) non-accessory signs are permitted only in zoning areas that would allow private non-accessory signs.
G. A new section should regulate signs on school facilities:

1) entrance signs should indicate the main public entrance to the facility, be visible during both daylight and evening hours, indicate the type of facility; one sign only should not exceed 500 sq ft. 
2) other signs can indicate regulations governing those who enter the facility, and should not exceed 100 sq ft each.
3) non-accessory signs should be directed toward those entering the facility (rather than passing motorists or pedestrians), a maximum of 4 signs should not exceed 500 sq ft each. Non-accessory signs should not promote activities that are illegal nor may be harmful to students - reference should be made to that portion of the Philadelphia Code that regulates advertising of alcohol within 1,000 feet of schools. Non-accessory signs are permitted only in zoning areas that would allow private non-accessory signs.
H. A new section should regulate signs on bridges: 
1) informational signs may protect the traveling public by indicating such things as speed limits, lane usage, traffic movements, and traffic conditions.
2) non-accessory signs are not permitted.
I. A new section should regulate signs on parking structures which are owned, operated or managed by public agencies:

1) locational signs can be auto-oriented, visible to passing traffic, indicate the name and type of parking facility, the location of parking lot entrances; a maximum of 3 signs should not exceed 1,000 sq ft each.

2) entrance signs should identify entrances and exits, indicate parking rates; a maximum of 2 signs should not exceed 30 sq ft each.

3) non-accessory signs may be located inside the parking structure provided they do not distract drivers, are not primarily intended for viewing from outside the structure; there is no limit on the number or size of such signs.

J. A new sections should regulate signs on vacant land or vacant buildings owned or managed by public agencies:

1) availability signs may indicate the name and contact information of those selling or maintaining the property; one sign should not exceed 100 sq ft.
2) regulatory signs may indicate the regulations governing those who enter the property; signs should not exceed 100 sq ft each.
3) non-accessory signs are permitted only in zoning areas that would allow private non-accessory signs.
K. A new section should regulate signs on moving vehicles:

1) regulations should apply to vehicles that are mentioned in other sections of the Philadelphia Code: motor busses, passenger carriers, street railways, animal drawn carriages, amphibious tour vehicles, taxis, pedalcycles, school busses, and moving billboards (motor propelled vehicles carrying signs with no purpose other than to advertise a message).
2) identification signs may specify the agency which owns or operates the vehicle, show the agency’s logo, detail regulations governing the use of the vehicle, and not exceed 10% of the vehicle’s vertical surface or 5 sq ft, whichever is greater.
3) warning signs maybe placed on construction vehicles cautioning other drivers about frequent turns and stops.
4) non-accessory signs are permitted on public transit vehicles (except school buses), may occupy all of the vehicles surface except for the front window, should not be a hazard to the traveling public, and should not promote illegal activities nor activities that may be harmful to the public. Non-accessory signs are not allowed on public school busses. 
L. A new section should regulate signs in transit stations:

1) information signs showing local area, routes, fares, schedules and station regulations, and should not exceed 50 sq ft each.

2) non-accessory signs should not be distracting to vehicular traffic, not promote illegal activities nor activities that may be harmful to the public; a maximum of 6 signs should not exceed 50 sq ft each. Non-accessory signs are permitted only in zoning areas that would allow private non-accessory signs.
§14-910 Civic Design Review  
A. A new section should be added that details the composition and operations for sign review (not unlike the current Civic Design Review):
1) composition – in order to simplify, combine and expedite sign approvals, a new entity should be created that will be composed of representatives of : The Historic Commission, The Art Commission, The Fairmount Park Commission, The Commerce Department, The Registered Neighborhood Organization (RNO) in the area affected, and a design professional

2) operation – this new entity should follow procedures for notification and public hearing similar to those of Civic Design Review
B. A new section should be added that details the triggers for sign review of signs:

1) absolute sign size – any sign larger than 1,200  sq ft in any industrial district and greater than 500 sq ft in other zones
2) relative sign size – any sign on a building that is larger than 10% of a building’s vertical surface area
3) absolute sign brightness – any sign that is more than 1,500 nits
4) relative sign brightness – any sign that is more than 150 nits brighter than signs within 200 feet

5) sign location – any sign within 200 feet of an intersection that is perpendicular to, or within 600 of perpendicular to, street centerlines 

6) relative sign density – any sign where there are more than 50 signs within 200 feet
C. A new section should be added that details the criteria for sign review: 
1) signs should have a favorable impact on the public realm, 
2) improve walkability,
3)  contribute to street activities, 
4) ensure the safety of pedestrians and vehicles, 
5) increase enjoyment of public spaces, 
6) discourage illegal and harmful activities, 
7) reinforce and protect the desired characteristics of the surrounding neighborhood, 
8) be consistent with the intended character of the neighborhood, and 
9) reinforce the city’s comprehensive plan.
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