
JFK Plaza/ LOVE Park Redesign 
 
Public Meeting #2 
January 20th, 2015 
Skyline Room, Central Branch, Free Library of Philadelphia 
 
5:30 – 6:00pm Registration & Check In 
 
6:00 – 6:15pm Introduction & Welcome 
Michael DiBerardinis, Deputy Mayor for Environmental and Community Resources and Commissioner of 
the Department of Parks and Recreation 
 
6:15 – 6:25pm Project Background 
Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner, Parks and Recreation 
Background, timeline, and role of InterPark and Hargreaves 
 
6:25 – 6:40pm Results of Civic Engagement 
Bridget Keegan Barber, PennPraxis 
Civic engagement results and conclusions 
 
6:40 – 6:50pm Introduction of Design Team 
Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner, Parks and Recreation 
 
6:50 – 7:30pm Hargreaves Team Overview 
Background of Project Team, Understanding of Site, Design Principles 
 
7:30 – 7:40pm Project Schedule 
Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner, Parks and Recreation 
 
7:40 – 8:00pm Q&A and Thank You 
Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner, Parks and Recreation 
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JFK Plaza/LOVE Park: Overview of Engagement

Since September, 2014 more than 650 people have participated via:

On Site
Engagement Days

Social Media Platforms Public Meeting #1

Email
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JFK Plaza/LOVE Park: On Site Engagement

Wednesday, September 17th + Saturday, September 20th, 2014
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JFK Plaza/LOVE Park: Public Meeting #1

Wednesday, December 10th, 2014
Montgomery Auditorium, Free Library

200+ Attendees
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JFK Plaza/LOVE Park: Social Media & Email
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Priorities



JFK Plaza/LOVE Park: Weighted by Demand
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JFK Plaza/LOVE Park: Priorities to Civic Goals

ElEvatE
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JFK Plaza/LOVE Park: Priorities to Civic Goals

go grEEn
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connEct to thE 
Parkway

FacilitatE 
gathEring



Citizen 
Defined Goals 



ENGAGEMENT  PROCESS CIVIC GOALSPRIORITIES

EnablE FlExibility

Pioneer Courhouse Square. Portland, OR

Address accessibility  
by opening up the 
edges, lowering walls, 
& removing steps

Avoid abundant 
permanent fixtures

Allow for spaces to 
accommodate a variety 
of scales of use



MakE rooM 
For DEMocracy

ENGAGEMENT  PROCESS CIVIC GOALSPRIORITIES

Design for open space, 
void of barriers

Capitalize on views of 
City Hall

Carefully consider 
future programming:  
Ensure that schedules 
do not eliminate the 
availabilty of public 
gathering spaces



ENGAGEMENT  PROCESS CIVIC GOALSPRIORITIES

takE thE 
rounD builDing

SEriouSly

Make the building 
ADA compliant

Improve its efficiency

Think carefully about 
revenue potential

Create a design or 
retrofit that is bold 
and optimistic



ENGAGEMENT  PROCESS CIVIC GOALSPRIORITIES

ElEvatE 
MaintEnancE 

& SEcurity

Incorporate high quality 
materials

Improve the trash 
collection system

Strengthen the lighting 
program

Improve visibility

Develop new 
partnerships



go grEEn
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Create designated spaces 
for grassy areas and shade 
trees

Bring thoughtful & 
intentional horticultural 
design into the park

Integrate sustainable 
design practices

Uptown Normal Circle, Normal, IL



FacilitatE 
gathEring

Santa Fe Plaza. Santa Fe, NM

ENGAGEMENT  PROCESS CIVIC GOALSPRIORITIES

Design for clear, open 
spaces

Add basic amenities:  
restrooms, defined 
places to sit, 
refreshment kiosks 



connEct to thE 
Parkway

ENGAGEMENT  PROCESS CIVIC GOALSPRIORITIES

Incorporate wayfinding 
elements

Remove physical 
barriers at each corner

Improve pedestrian 
crossings to make the 
park more accessible

Honor exisiting sight 
lines



ENGAGEMENT  PROCESS CIVIC GOALSPRIORITIES

Principles of  Redevelopment

•  Provide a signature water element

•  Provide plenty of  green & horticulture
 
•  Replicate the diagonal pedestrian path

•  Reinstall the LOVE Sculpture at it’s current location

•  Lower the JFK Boulevard & 15th Street perimeter grade

•  Improve access to the parking garage

•  Integrate ventilation shafts with perimeter pedestrian circulation



Civic Goals
+

Principles of Redevelopment 
+

Hargreaves Project Team
=

#newlovepark 



Thank you!

www.planphilly.com/lovepark
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