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Bill #100720 proposes to allow large format signs along Market Street in the area from 7th to 13th Street. The bill indicates that buildings listed on the Philadelphia Register will not be eligible for such signs, unless a large format sign had historically been located on the building. This is a good provision as there are a number of important historic buildings along this stretch of Market Street. However, this provision does not go far enough in protecting the historic character of the area and certain other provisions should be added.

First, the buildings on the south side of Market Street between 7th and 8th Streets (# 706-14, 716, 718, 720, 726-28, 730-32) are listed as either significant or contributing buildings to the National Register District and are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Moreover, these buildings are less than 150 in width and none are located at the corner of the block. While it would appear that the definition of eligible host buildings eliminates these from consideration, this should be made explicitly clear by adding to the definition of historic buildings any building listed as contributing or significant to the National Register District. These buildings in the 700 block are the only ones that meet that definition. 

Second, certain locations that appear to be eligible would have a very adverse impact on historic properties. For example, a large format sign on the southeast corner of 12th and Market would have an extremely adverse impact on the PSFS Building/ Loews Philadelphia Hotel, one of the most important buildings of the 20th century. Similarly a sign on the southwest corner of 8th and Market Street would have an equally adverse impact on the historic Strawbridge and Clothier Building and the Lit Brothers Building. Both of these corners should be excluded as eligible locations for large format signs. 

Third, signs on buildings that abut historic properties would also have an adverse impact. This includes 1234 Market adjacent to the PSFS/ Loews Hotel and the Aramark Tower adjacent to the Reading Terminal. These locations should also be excluded. It appears that they would be excluded in that the bill indicates that only properties in need of renovation would be eligible for signs. However, it would be desirable to make this exclusion explicit.

These changes would result in the following changes to the bill:

1) Section 14-1604.2 (1) Definitions:


(b) Historic Building. A building that at the time of submission of the applications for a larger format sign permit is designated as an historic building by the Philadelphia Historical Commission in accordance with Section 14-2007 and is listed on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places and a building that is individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or is a significant or contributing building in a National Register District. 

2) Section 14-602.2 (2) District Boundaries


(a) Both sides of Market Street from 150 feet west of 8th Street to 150 west of 11th Street inclusive. (see Map 1)

3) Section 14-1604.2 (4)


(c) A building that physically abuts any historic building.

Ideally, it would be preferable not to have any large format signs on buildings that face historic buildings. This would include the south side of the 1100 block of Market Street and the south side of the 800 block of Market Street. This would result in a change of the boundary to include only the area from 9th Street to 11th Street along Market Street. (see Map 2)

The Preservation Alliance urges the City Planning Commission to recommend that City Council not approve the bill as proposed and that the bill be amended to include the modifications suggested herein as represented on Map 1 to protect the historic character of Market Street and the historic buildings in this area of Center City, and ideally the modifications suggested on Map 2.

