






AN EARTHWORK HILL, RINGED WITH SEATING AND SHAPED TO SLOPE DOWN TO THE RIVER, FORMS THE 

CENTERPIECE TO A NEW SOCIAL PIER. A WOOD SEATING TERRACE FACES SOUTH. 
































   




































            
 
     




   



A DRAMATIC RAMP RISES ALONG THE NORTH FACE ALONGSIDE THE BRIDGE, DRAMATIZING THE SENSE OF ARRIVING 

IN THE SPACE OF THE RIVER. A LOWER TERRACE SUPPORTS A LAWN WITH GENEROUS SEATING AND SOCIAL SPACE. 
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NOVEMBER 18, 2009 
RACE STREET PIER PUBLIC INPUT SURVEY 

 
 
1. Please rate the following design elements on a scale of 1 (strongly dislike) to 5 (strongly like): 
 

dislike                                like
1 Grove of trees as a City to River threshold 

(LAWN and DECK)
1 2 3 4 5

2 Large, open, multi-purpose lawn (LAWN and SLICE) 1 2 3 4 5

3 Urban beach (DECK) 1 2 3 4 5

4 Pier perimeter walk (ALL SCHEMES) 1 2 3 4 5

5 Wood decking as primary paving material (DECK) 1 2 3 4 5

6 Solar light surface as primary paving material (SLICE) 1 2 3 4 5

7 Perennial and Grass Plantings (LAWN and SLICE) 1 2 3 4 5

8 Seating Steps and River Terrace at the end of the pier 
(LAWN and SLICE) 

1 2 3 4 5

9 Seating Opportunities along the pier and Social Seating 
arrangements at the end of the pier (ALL SCHEMES)

1 2 3 4 5

10 A Two-Level Pier; a Lower Level that relates to the River and an 
Upper Level that relates to the Bridge (DECK and SLICE)

1 2 3 4 5

11 Sky Promenade (Sloped Ramp) to dramatize the procession out to 
the end of the pier (SLICE)

1 2 3 4 5

12 Raised elevation at the end of the pier to offer views back to the City 
skyline  (SLICE)

1 2 3 4 5

13 Other (please specify)

DESIGN ELEMENTS RATING                      

 
2. What do you most want to do at the Race Street Pier? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Please rate the Versatility / Park Use for each scheme on a scale of 1 (strongly dislike) to 5 

(strongly like): 
 

dislike                                like
1 Versatility / Park Use of Scheme 1 - THE LAWN 1 2 3 4 5

2 Versatility / Park Use of Scheme 2 - THE DECK 1 2 3 4 5

3 Versatility / Park Use of Scheme 3 - THE SLICE 1 2 3 4 5

PIER SCHEMES RATING                      

 



Strongly  
Dislike

Strongly  
Like

1 2 3 4 5
Weighted  
Point  
Total

1 Grove  of  trees  as  a  City  to  River  threshold  (Lawn  and  
Deck)

7 16 18 22 21 272

2 Large,  open,  multi-purpose  lawn  (Lawn  and  Slice) 1 3 12 28 43 369

3 Urban  beach  (Deck) 32 31 15 5 5 155

4 Pier  perimeter  walk  (All  Schemes) 0 0 1 22 65 418

5 Wood  decking  as  primary  paving  material  (Deck) 4 10 31 21 20 293

6 Solar  light  surface  as  primary  paving  material  (Slice) 4 10 10 17 48 354

7 Perennial  and  grass  plantings  (Lawn  and  Slice)   1 1 4 32 50 394

8 Seating  steps  and  River  Terrace  at  the  end  of  the  pier  
(Lawn  and  Slice)

0 2 6 22 58 400

9

Seating  opportunities  along  the  pier  and  Social  
Seating  arrangments  at  the  end  of  the  pier  (All  
Schemes) 0 0 8 17 52

354

10
A  Two-Level  Pier,  a  Lower  Level  that  relates  to  the  
River  and  an  Upper  Level  that  relates  to  the  Bridge  
(Deck  and  Slice)

3 11 12 24 38
338

11
Sky  Promenade  (Sloped  Ramp)  to  dramatize  the  
procession  out  to  the  end  of  the  pier  (Slice) 4 7 12 18 46 351

12
Raised  elevation  at  the  end  of  the  pier  to  offer  views  
back  to  the  City  skyline  (Slice) 4 8 7 21 49

364

13 Other  (please  specify)

No  skinny  triangle  lawn  areas  w/  dead  spaces  in  the  corners
Keep  in  mind  our  piers  will  be  underwater  soon

Concern  about  light  -  dark  sky  vs.  city  lights
Race  Street  needs  noise  mitigation  on  95  to  be  successful  in  attracting  people  (2nd  to  front)

Ability  to  get  down  to  the  river  (1+3  schemes)
Stormwater,  water  quality,  flooding,  celebrate  water
Space  to  allow  fishing,  boat  tie-up,  red  signal  at  Spring  Garden  and  Delaware  Ave  for  pedestrians

Don't  build  w/o  river  access
Night  +  day,  art  installation  via  lighting  in  the  entire  pier.  Pier  as  installation  to  light  waterfront
Bike  racks,  parking,  public  transportation,  shade  during  summer?
Dog  access  +  access  to  water
More  shade/  sculpture  elements  for  more  gardens/endpoints
Like  option  for  boating

Please  rate  the  following  design  elements  
on  a  scale of  1  (dislike)  to  5  (like)

Design  Elements

Question  1:  91  Surveys  Completed

Whatever  is  environmentally  safe  and  would  enable  city  dwellers  to  connect  with  nature,  open  
space  and  water

Walk  away  from  second  +race  to  the  pier.  How  will  that  work  +  will  it  coordinate  w/  the  design  
scheme

Question  1



Access  to  water  +  wetlands
Tie  this  to  the  city
Attractive  lighting-  security/adding  a  water  element  (water  sculpture/spray)
Water  features  -  keep  the  wonderful  building  across  Del  Ave-  incorporate  it  into  design
The  floating  vegetation  is  a  good  idea/  views  of  city
Give  Philly  something  unique,  that  visitors  would  want  to  see
City  should  buy  old  firehouse  and  use  it  for  bike  rental  kiosk  and  bathrooms,  police  for  river  trail
Water  feature
More  shade  area  -  the  ability  to  transform  space  for  different  events
Shade
Provisions  for  bikes/security/safety  concerns?  Commercial  space?  Fishing/  lighting?

Question  1



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 1



Views,  feel/sense  water  and  sun
Experience  the  river  &  enjoy  the  river  views
Be  nearer  the  river.  Launch  small  human  power  craft
View  of  Philly,  seating,  great  walkability,  trees  plants
Be  near  the  water
Would  like  to  enjoy  all  piers  close  to  RSP  +  be  able  to  walk  to  the  others  +enjoy  the  river
Passive  recreation,  sitting  &  resting  by  the  river  -  maybe  local  artists  and/or  vendors  on  weekends
Lounge  and  watch  the  river
Picnic
Multi-levels  to  provide  additional  view  experiences
Sit  on  the  grass  &  read,  picnic  w/  friends
Walk,  relax,  enjoy  the  view,  sit  &  read

Enjoy  open  space
Relax  &  enjoy  water  view,  walk  dogs
Leisure,  walking  ,enjoying  the  water,  walking  dogs
Relax,  read,  talk
Sit  on  a  bench  &  read
Vista  (view)
Relax
Kayak,  clean  storm  water  outfalls,  celebrate  water
Hangout,  maybe  attend  a  special  event,  grab  quick  bite  to  eat  from  a  food  cart  or  two

Public  marina  for  small  boats  or  launching  area
Relax,  be  outside,  sit  on  grass  and  under  trees,  and  view  skyline-  no  concessions
Paddle  up  on  a  kayak
kayak,  store  a  kayak
I  want  most  of  all  to  be  able  to  walk  my  dog  there,  to  be  comfortable  and  safe
See  the  river/relax
Use  the  water  +  recreation
Hang  out  with  friends,  destination  when  walking  from  CC.  connection  to  river  like  boating  &  fishing
Dog  walk+  wildlife  viewing,  rock  wall,  plenty  of  shade
Hangout,  check  out  the  view
Sit  in  sun  and  read
Relax,  people  watch,  look  at  river
Take  walks,  have  picnics  with  friends,  watch  performances
Walk/see  the  water
Nice  walk/possibly  small  performances
Observe  surroundings
View  river
Use  it  as  a  comfortable  place  for  social  leisure  outdoors
Walk  at  lunch  time.  Relax  &enjoy  view.  Possibly  visit  at  night/weekends
Social  activities
Interact  with  the  water/city/people
Festival  events

Question  2
What  do  you  most  want  to  do  at  the  Race  Street  Pier?

Enjoy  the  river  w/o  to  much  concrete,  w/o,  dog  crap,  w/o  skateboarders  or  cyclists.  Enjoy  the  quite  and  
piece  of  the  water.  No  trash

Engage  in  a  dynamic  public  space  that  changes  dramatically  +across  the  season  and  begins  the  connection  
of  the  public  to  the  water

Question  2



Question  2
What  do  you  most  want  to  do  at  the  Race  Street  Pier?

Have  a  contemplative  place  to  experience  the  Delaware
Sit  &hang  out,  eat  a  hot  dog,  drink  a  coffee
Lounge  and  relax  both  in  lawn  setting  and  on    terrace
Passive  recreation,  relaxation-  reading,  sunning
Water  access
Relax  on  grass
Shade
Relax
Walk,  sit,  look  at  the  river
Become  a  distinctive  feature  of  Philadelphia  like  highline
Have  the  design,  materials  and  feet  relate  to  the  history  &  city
Escape  from  city
Read  &  relax,  maybe  sit  down  for  a  bit  to  eat
Sit  on  grass  and  read
Recreation  site
Sit  on  grass/  escape  from  urbaneness
Looks  like  "sitting"  is  about  it

Question  2



Strongly  
Dislike

Strongly  
Like

Pier  Schemes 1 2 3 4 5
Weighted  
Point  
Total

Scheme  1  -  The  Lawn 4 8 17 39 20 321
Scheme  2  -  The  Deck 19 26 30 9 4 193
Scheme  3  -  The  Slice 2 6 11 20 49 368

Question  3

Please  rate  the  versatiliy/park  use  for  each  scheme  
on  a  scale  of  1  (dislike)  to  5  (like)

0

200

400 321

193

368

Park  w/  Best  Use

Weighted  Point  Total

Question  3
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