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Small Group Discussion

Participants were asked to recall the presentation, focus on the design guidelines and respond to the following questions:

What do you find most appealing?

· Street grid to the river

· Connections to the river

· Bury I-95, but drainage problems may result and should be anticipated

· Nature parks for young people

· Recreational parks for children and the young

· River park, a sixth square”, should be large, “a living room” to accommodate a variety of activities on the riverfront.

· Water drainage into the park system

· Parking

What opportunities do you see?

· Less development and more green spaces

· A street grid that does not continually extend to the river. There should be areas along the riverfront that doesn’t have street grid.

· Water parks

· Boating along the riverfront

· Water taxis

· Light rail intergraded into the current street system

· Facilitate the use of all modes of public transit

· Remote parking areas to reduce the need for parking in riverfront areas

· Address density issues

· Preserve historic places, buildings, streets, industrial remnants, etc.

What roles can citizens play to make ideas a reality?

· Networking among citizen groups

· Work through your community groups

· Pressure political representatives

· Don’t give up, be persistent with agencies

· Volunteer with groups, for example, Friends of the park

Moderators’ observations:

Again, the participants are knowledgeable about the planning process that led to the current vision plan. This may be the result of past civic engagement activities and a welcoming atmosphere. The positive phrasing of the questions stopped some participants from continued complaining or negativism in referring to the plan.

On the whole, participants are pleased with the vision plan, have some reservations because of past disappointments and are looking forward to the next steps in the process. 

