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What opportunities do you see in using the guidelines presented?
Involve the new mayor in understanding and driving the process and making it live.  Have speaking points that he can use to market the project within and outside Philadelphia

Waterfront creates “one town”-inviting, inclusive, not reminiscent of split up wards that exist today

Prove to citizens that it can happen by keeping the buzz alive with accomplishments. Use Inquirer and other media outlets

Want to walk the whole seven miles and be able to stop for coffee, shopping, etc. along the way

Continue to track learnings, both positive and negative, from other cities that have undergone similar projects

Alleviate horrendous traffic on Columbus Blvd.  However, overcome skepticism with a grid that diverts traffic to streets and through the neighborhood.

Draw people to the waterfront year round, not just spring and summer.

Make much of the momentum in Philadelphia.  Market revitalization currently underway in Philadelphia as a springboard for the project.  Show Philadelphia is working from a position of strength versus the Chestnut street project borne out of decline and desperation.  Chestnut project was in an age of small thinking versus big thinking of today.

Use the project to illustrate and market the best of Philadelphia. 

Recapture nature and reconnect the people with it.  Use the North Delaware plan as an example of bio remediation which is useful and highly attractive.

Market the project at the Ritz Movie Theater on the screen prior to the movies as well as in the Metro (free paper) and on buses
Harris Sokoloff- moderator

· Since casinos seem inevitable, use them as development opportunities (e.g., design positive activity around them)

· Use the guidelines as a way to exclude casinos from this part of the waterfront.

· These plans/design guidelines bring value (and order) for developers:

· E.g., view of water, public activity, green space are all kinds of value.

· Give access to waterfront.

· Plan is remarkably non-prescriptive

· Want diversity and some sense of destination

· It would be good to develop a section as an idea of what could be – to show possibilities.

· E.g., could develop Penn Treaty Park to power plan to Del Ave clubs (Dave and Busters?) as demonstration of diversity possibilities.

· Opportunity to expand access of community to waterfront

· Overlay I-95 with parks

· That would remove barriers of the roads

· Create continuous ability to move through continuous (human) activity to the waterfront.

· Ground level continuous access

· Overlays should have trees and shade, places to sit down – make them “feel better.”

· Current overpasses are difficult:

· No shade 
· Steps to climb down and up on return – too demanding for seniors.

· Opportunity for mass transit along the waterfront – which should be safe, regular, reliable

· The esplanades should be 

· Green, gardens, sculpture gardens,

· Safety 

· Restaurants, sidewalk cafes, etc. (not honky-tonk)

· Recreation and respite

· Development should include aspects that will draw tourists to neighborhoods and waterfront:

· Make it a destination (or destinations) – with things to do:

· Tall ships

· History – shot tower, Olde Swede Church, etc.

· Performance venues

· Museums (e.g., Seaport Museum)

· Cable car to Camden or along waterfront

· Restaurants 

· Artists’ studios – working and shops.

· Water ferries
· Take you to places along both sides of the water (shops, museums, concerts, etc.
· Exploit historic sites

· Provide water access to all venues

· Missing:
· Input from business community

· Incentives to help business start and to attract new residents

· How much condemnation is necessary to make this happen?  

· Condemnation can provide opps for development, but also cause emptiness which can diminish character of adjacent neighborhoods while waiting for development – a difficult balance.

