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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1487 *%%”

| NTRODUCED BY FUMO, STACK, TARTAGLI ONE, KITCHEN, C. W LLI AMS5,
HUGHES AND WASHI NGTON, JUNE 11, 2008

REFERRED TO COVMUNI TY, ECONOM C AND RECREATI ONAL DEVELCOPMENT,
JUNE 11, 2008
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 4 (Arusenents) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated

Statutes, providing for relocation of Category 2 |icensed

facilities within cities of the first class.

The introduction and consideration of this |egislative
initiative shall not be construed or interpreted by any
adm ni strative body or judicial tribunal to inply that it is the
j udgnment of the sponsors of this initiative or the General
Assenbly that the Pennsyl vania Gam ng Control Board does not
presently possess the legal authority to declare, sua sponte, by
rule, regulation or order, that the tinely comencenent of sl ot
machi ne operations within the city of the first class has been
del ayed, that the devel opnent plans as originally proposed to
and approved by the Pennsylvania Gam ng Control Board cannot be
feasi bly conpleted, and as a consequence to order the relocation
of any licensed facility. Rather, the introduction and
consideration of this initiative is a clear articulation by the

CGeneral Assenbly of the significant public inmportance of this

i ssue and an affirmation of the legal authority of the
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Pennsyl vani a Ganming Control Board to take such action necessary
to relocate either or both licensed facilities within the city
of the first class in a manner that is consistent with the
public interest and that facilitates the tinmely commencenent of
sl ot operations in the city.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 4 of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated Statutes
i s amended by addi ng sections to read:

8 1304. 1. Rel ocati on of Category 2 licensed facilities within

cities of the first cl ass.

(a) Petition.--Ei ghteen nonths followi ng the board's initial

approval of the applications for a Category 2 sl ot nachi ne

license to be located within a city of the first class pursuant

to section 1301 (relating to authori zed sl ot machine |icenses),

any person may file a petition with the board seeking a

deterni nation by the board that | ocal conmunity and gover nnent al

opposi ti on and concerns have del ayed or will likely delay the

timely commencenent of operations of slot machi nes at either or

both originally approved | ocations within a city of the first

class. The board shall conduct a hearing within 20 days of the

filing of the petition and i ssue a finding determ ni ng whet her

or not either or both licensed facilities will tinely commence

sl ot operati ons.

(b)Y Proceeding.--Upon a finding that | ocal conmunity and

gover nnent al oppositi on and concerns have del ayed or will likely

delay the tinely commencenent of operations of slot nachi nes at

either originally approved | ocation, the board shall initiate a

proceedi ng to consi der, evaluate, identify and order the

rel ocati on of each licensed facility to be |ocated within the
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city of the first cl ass.

(1) The board shall solicit the participati on and i nput

of each slot machine licensee within the city of the first

cl ass that has not conmenced sl ot nachi ne operati ons,

nei ghbor hood ci vic associ ations, as well as |ocal and State

officials representing the city of the first class,

i ncluding, but not linmted to, the mayor, nenbers of city

council and nenbers of the General Assenbly.

(2) Upon the comrencenent of relocati on proceedi ngs, the

board shall issue an order to each sl ot nachine |icensee

within the city of the first class prohibiting each |icensee

fromtaking any further action to devel op or construct a

licensed facility. The board may al so tenporarily suspend the

provi sions of section 1316 (relating to bond for issuance of

sl ot machi ne |icense).

(c) Recommendation.--Wthin 120 days foll owi ng the date of

commencenent by the board of rel ocati on proceedi ngs, the board

shall publicly issue a recomendati on of alternative |icensed

facility | ocations report which shall include, wthout

limtati on:

(1) An account of the public policy concerns inplicated

by each existing licensed facility | ocation.

(2) An account of the del ays encountered to date, and

the |likelihood of future del ays associated with the

commencenent of slot operations within the city of the first

(3) A conprehensive list of alternative |ocations within

the city of the first class for each |licensed facility.

(4) An account of the advantages and public policy

benefits associated with each |listed alternative | ocati on.
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(d) Responsive comments.--Wthin 30 days foll owi ng the

board's publication of its alternative licensed facility

| ocati ons report, each of the two slot nmachine |icensees within

the city of the first class shall submt to the board responsive

comments addressing the financial feasibility of relocating the

licensed facilities.

(e) Final order.--Wthin 30 days foll owing the subm ssi on of

responsi ve comments fromthe slot machine |licensees within the

city of the first class, the board shall issue a final order

either approving alternative |ocations for the slot nachi ne

|i censees within the city of the first class, inpose additional

conditions requiring the |ocation of the |licensed facilities or

revoke the |licenses as being i npracti cable to conpl etely devel op

as originally represented to the board and initiate a proceedi ng

to accept applications for the rei ssuance of the revoked

Cateqgory 2 slot nmachine |license to be |located within the city of

the first cl ass.

8 1304.2. Category 2 licensed facilities within cities of the

first class.

Not wi t hst andi ng t he provi sions of section 1304(b) (1)

(relating to Category 2 sl ot nmachine |icense) which provide that

no Cateqory 2 facility located within a city of the first class

shall be within ten linear mles of a Category 1 facility, the

board, on its own or upon petition, nmay consider, order and

approve the relocation of either or both Category 2 facilities

to a physical location that is within ten linear nmiles of a

Cateqgory 1 facility at which harness race neetings are

conduct ed.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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