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Notes on Citizen Dialogue

Penn Praxis

“What did you find most appealing from the presentation?”  They said:
Bringing the city back to the river.

Real estate and tax development opportunities.

More green space and mixed use opportunities.

That it is not anti-development.

Access to the river for families.

Opportunities for recreation.

Bike paths connecting parks.

Limit cars, no huge parking lots, having other transportation options.

The street grid.

Healing the wounds of I-95.  Utilizing the space under it. Revitalizing and healing the neighborhoods. 

Importance of the zoning process.

William Penn’s original plan coming back.

Creating a walk-able waterfront by extending the street grid and breaking up the 30 acre parcels.

The street level shops and interesting facades.

Restoring the eco-system and the marshland.

Adding architecture that is modern.

“What opportunities do you see for the waterfront?”  They said:

I like the amenities of shops, services and paying attention to the aesthetics.

Growth that supports tourism, i.e. going beyond industrialization.

Increased tax revenues as more people come into this part of the city.

New residential neighborhoods along the river.

The beauty of this plan.

The opportunity to learn more about these neighborhoods.

The long view of changes and growth over generations.  This is very future oriented.
Property values will increase.

We may keep our graduates in the city once they start their careers.

Open space for artistic performances.

We will keep up with Camden.  (Tongue in cheek)

There is less violence in open space.

Shipyards will remain vibrant.

“What is the citizens’ role in making this happen?”  They said:

“The devil is in the details.”

Attend zoning meetings.

Tell the powers that be what you want.

Hold necessary referendums.

Establish stakeholder groups, such as the Bicycle Coalition to leverage support.  Connect groups up to broader issues.
Use community newspapers, like the Fishtown Star, to get the word out through ads, publishing proceedings from Penn Praxis, use “citizen reporters”.

Use Media Guide. (?)

These citizen meetings are evidence of civic engagement that has grown over the last five years!!

Remember that “Change is a process not an event.”

Make sure elected folks are part of the process.  Ask them to come to meetings.  Have citizens call them about what we want.

Bring in the Building Trades into the process.

Remember that “Democracy requires constant vigilance.”  Jefferson.

