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Location: Cescaphe Ballroom Philadelphia, PA

Appeals

Public green spaces – beauty, environmental quality, bringing people together (social spaces)

Addresses the problem of I-95

Public access reinforces the fact the “The River belongs to us”

Potential for fewer cars and more pedestrian traffic

Reducing scale to make streets friendlier

Grid extension is a good idea

Planning and a “whole” is a great opportunity to impact the future of the entire city

Ability it affords for people to relate to the waterfront

Smaller parcels and 1st floor “active uses” 

Opportunities Associated with Plan:
Potential to impact future development 

Obvious and inviting way to connect neighborhood and water

Revisions to zoning code will foster river development

Small groups/associations will have the opportunity to take ownership of planning

Historical markers and pathways could support teaching/tourism

Opportunity to build/highlight public transportation

Recreation opportunities

Use green space as an alternative infrastructure for ground water processing

Waterfront could become an incubator for small businesses (due to scale of development)

Green education, using the site to teach students about environmental issues

Eminent domain lawyers may find work

Increase in property values near development areas

Opportunities for creative financing (such as leasing space above 1-95).

Opportunities for private sector to promote public uses (example: Bryant Park, NYC)

Also private-public partnerships

Citizen’s Roles:

Elect officials that will support the plan

Advocate/champion plan among neighbors, friends and others

Stay interested and informed about development issues

Use the press to express concerns and values

Ensure that waterfront development is an ongoing agenda item during election time and afterward – lobby and attend meetings

Citizens’ groups can take the lead in promoting the plan through high profile events.  This would provide early visible action

Don’t assume developers are “bad guys.”  We need to help them be accountable to this vision. Help developers connect their values to our values.

Educate state and deferral officials about our vision.  Seek support and funding.

Use neighborhood associations to inform others.

Questions/Concerns:

What would happen if current landowners do not buy-in or cooperate with the plan?  Is there any leverage?

How would this project be phased?  How could desirability and safety of bordering neighborhoods be maintained during phasing?

Why not address building usage through zoning?

Does the plan adequately address traffic and transportation issues?

We are concerned that this work to be “shelved.”  It should be acted upon.

