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Philadelphia Road Closure Notifications Now Available to the Public

Sign Up for ReadyNotifyPA Emergency Text Alerts to Find Out First

Tired of sitting in traffic due to an unscheduled major road closure? Through a partnership with the Southeastern Pennsylvania Regional Task Force and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT), the public can receive real-time notifications of major roadway closures in the Philadelphia region by subscribing to ReadyNotifyPA. 

 ReadyNotifyPA is an emergency text messaging service that was launched in April by county emergency operation centers to keep the public informed during an emergency in Philadelphia and surrounding counties, including Bucks, Chester, Delaware, and Montgomery, Pa. 
Once enrolled, ReadyNotifyPA subscribers will receive real-time alerts when any of the major roadways are closed and reopened due to a vehicular crash, weather incident, emergency roadwork, or another unexpected event. Roadways include I-76, I-95, I-476, I-676, PA 10, PA 30, PA 100, PA 309, PA 611, US 1, US 202, US 322, and US 422.

 “By adding PennDOT road closure notifications to our public warning system, ReadyNotifyPA, we are able to provide our transient public with up-to-date information that can save them time and money,” said Mayor Michael Nutter. “Encouraging drivers, who may work and live in different counties, to utilize the system and take alternate routes should help reduce traffic-related stress and accidents on our major highways.”

ReadyNotifyPA allows local officials and now PennDOT Traffic Management Center dispatchers to send e-mail or text messages to cell phones, Blackberry®, pagers or other e-mail enabled devices during an emergency.

 “We are delighted to join our regional partners in providing roadway information for public distribution,” said PennDOT Secretary Allen D. Biehler., P.E. “This initiative coincides with our own work making travelers’ information more readily available.”
Southeastern Pennsylvania residents can sign up for free by visiting www.ReadyNotifyPA.org.  For road closure alerts, the public can choose from two new ReadyNotifyPA groups, "Road Closures 24x7" and "Road Closures 7a-10p." The first will send the alerts as they occur, 24 hours a day, while the second will limit the real-time alerts to only be delivered between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m. EST. Users can also sign up for other emergency notifications, including severe weather, health, and AMBER alerts, municipal updates, and crime information. 

The Southeastern Pennsylvania Regional Task Force is responsible for implementing ReadyNotifyPA. They have funded this free service through a grant from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  

ReadyNotifyPA is a service of Ready Region, a public education program introduced to Southeastern Pennsylvania in 2006. Ready Region educates the public about being prepared for any kind of emergency, such as having a minimum of three days of supplies on hand if basic services such as water, gas, electricity or telephones are cut off. 

ReadyNotifyPA is powered by the Roam Secure Alert Network™ (RSAN™) from Cooper Notification, a platform of Cooper Industries, Ltd., (NYSE:CBE). Cooper Notification has deployed other RSAN systems in major metropolitan areas across the country, including the National Capital Region (Washington, D.C. metro area), Orlando, New Orleans, Houston, Anaheim, San Francisco and Phoenix.

About the Task Force

The Southeastern Pennsylvania Regional Task Force was formed in 1998 in response to a growing awareness of the threat of terrorism. The Emergency Management Coordinators of the five counties (Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia) make up the Executive Board which leads the Task Force. In recent years, the Task Force’s focus has broadened to include all hazards such as natural disasters. The Task Force works to prevent, prepare for, respond to and recover from catastrophic disasters.

About Cooper Notification

Cooper Notification, a solution platform of The Cooper Safety Division, is comprised of several businesses with decades of experience and innovation in the development of high quality products and solutions.  With the ever present need to protect, alert and inform, Cooper Notification is focused on meeting the growing demand for personnel and property safety. We are the source for notification solutions supporting Fire, Security, Hazardous area, Mass Notification, Voice evacuation and Industrial Signaling applications and operating under the powerful global brands of Fulleon, MEDC, Roam Secure, SAFEPATH, WAVES and Wheelock.  For more information, visit the web site at www.coopernotification.com.
About Cooper Industries

Cooper Industries, Ltd. (NYSE: CBE) is a global manufacturer with 2007 revenues of $5.9 billion, approximately 87% of which are from electrical products.  Founded in 1833, Cooper's sustained level of success is attributable to a constant focus on innovation, evolving business practices while maintaining the highest ethical standards, and meeting customer needs.  The Company has eight operating divisions with leading market share positions and world-class products and brands including: Bussmann electrical and electronic fuses; Crouse-Hinds and CEAG explosion-proof electrical equipment; Halo and Metalux lighting fixtures; and Kyle and McGraw-Edison power systems products.  With this broad range of products, Cooper is uniquely positioned for several long-term growth trends including the global infrastructure build-
out, the need to improve the reliability and productivity of the electric grid, the demand for higher energy-efficient products and the need for improved electrical safety.  In 2007, sixty percent of total sales were to customers in the industrial and utility end-markets and 34% of total sales were to customers outside the United States.  Cooper, which has more than 31,500 employees and manufacturing facilities in 23 countries as of 2007, is incorporated in Bermuda with administrative headquarters in Houston, TX.  For more information, visit the web site at www.cooperindustries.com.
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