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Contact: Elise Vider, CCD, 215-440-5546 evider@centercityphila.org  (At event: 856-979-7726)

MEDIA ADVISORY/ RADIO/TV/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY

TODAY: CCD Lights Broad Street Buildings at “Night Lights on South Broad,” November 7

WHAT: In a major public event that includes visual and sound elements and, as a preview of enlightening things to come, the Center City District (CCD) is collaborating with South Broad Street property owners and institutions on “Night Lights on South Broad.”

CCD will highlight the unique and historic facades along the Avenue of the Arts through two different techniques of building illumination. A public event will follow, with music, entertainment and light-oriented giveaways and South Broad Street restaurants will be set up along the Avenue with booths selling finger food and beverages.

WHEN/WHERE: TOMORROW Wednesday, November 7 (Rain or shine)

· 5:30 p.m. Press conference in front of the Bellevue at Broad and Walnut streets to kick off the illumination – to the Philadelphia Orchestra’s recording of Beethoven’s 5th Symphony – of Terra Hall immediately across the street, followed by the lighting of four other buildings. 

· 5-8 Public festivities, South Broad Street from City Hall to Pine Street. 

· 6 p.m. A repeat of the “son et lumiere” lighting of Terra to Beethoven’s 5th Symphony (1 min, 25 sec.) at Broad and Walnut. 

WHO: 

Press conference speakers are:

· CCD President Paul R. Levy
· GPTMC President Meryl Levitz
· University of the Arts President Sean Buffington

Entertainment: 5 stages between City Hall and Pine Street. Joy Unlimited Gospel Choir (5p.m., in front of the Bellevue), the Villanova University Marching Band, Mummertime, the Dixie Kings, the Mark Stinger Band, 60's Sensation, the West Philadelphia Orchestra (6p.m. in front of the Kimmel Center) and Rumble, the UARTS bucket drummers (7p.m. at the Merriam Theater). Roving entertainment will include roller skaters, jugglers, stilt walkers, costumed characters, magicians and caricaturists.

WHAT ELSE? Terra Hall will be the first façade in Philadelphia permanently illuminated by programmable, color-changing, projected LED fixtures and the harbinger of almost dozen more South Broad Street buildings to be illuminated this way in early 2008.  In addition, four other buildings will be lit artistically for one month starting November 7, using the same approach used by CCD to illuminate City Hall for the holidays in 2004. The four Avenue of Arts buildings that will be temporarily lit are: the Ritz-Carlton Philadelphia (Broad and Chestnut), The University of the Arts Merriam Theater (Broad between Locust and Spruce) and on opposite sides of Broad and Pine Streets, The University of the Arts’ Dorrance Hamilton Hall and Anderson Hall. Anderson Hall will feature the design work of UARTs students. 

Broad Street lighting is funded by: Center City District, The Pew Charitable Trusts, The William Penn Foundation, The Lenfest Group, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Community and Economic Development, Avenue of the Arts, Inc. and Broad Street property owners.

Night Lights on South Broad is produced by Center City District, Artlumiere, Philips Lighting, The Lighting Practice, Vitetta, The University of the Arts and The Ritz-Carlton Philadelphia. 

Marketing Partner: Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation
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