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Notes from Waterfront Vision Progress Session 

8/1 at 923 N. 2nd Street

What people liked from the presentation

· Moving from industrial wasteland to mixed use

· Showcasing potential of the water (& not being land-locked)

· Increasing green space

· More jobs

· Open spaces & increased use of area

· DOING something, with a plan & not piecemeal

· Integration of high-rise w/green space & esplanade that seems practical

· Public transportation up & down waterfront—want even more

· Vision great—doesn’t see happening (NOTE: this man left after presentation, returned for a few intros, then left)

· “Possibility of the city owning itself”

· Having 95 underground

· Places for kids to play safely—not named explicitly in presentation, but seems implicit

· Mentioned Port Richmond, building light rail—want it continued

· Extending the grid, streets going to river

Opportunities

· RETURN of affordable, linked public transportation—PATCO, el, busses, light rail, trolleys

· Unified community appearance unique to us & being us

· CITY project to correct parking problem; parking w/i all new buildings; affordable, hidden

· Sight lines—not high rises blocking view

· Mixed residential & commercial->economic viability; brings in residents, workers, people for recreation

· Plan/update infrastructure—sewer, police, fire, EMS, schools, hospitals

· Jobs expansion (port in particular), with living wage jobs, could keep people here.  Permanent jobs, not just construction, needed

· Make the waterfront part of the city (not a new suburb, like best of Philly

· Walk in own neighborhood, not drive to Schuylkill 

· Not get delayed/sidetracked by big 95 project—perhaps have dig/no dig vision, or phased approach of what to do before 95 ready.

· Learn from mistakes, for example Please Touch Museum plan at Penn’s Landing—piecemeal approach was problematic; Vine St expressway

· Prospective guidelines with teeth—zoning overlay; eliminate zoning variances
· Roof gardens are great, opportunity for bigger green projects & sustainable buildings. Put teeth into this kind of requirements for buildings: Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System™
· Improve first view of city from air—affects many more people than just those who live here now
· Work with NJ re development plan for Petty’s Island
· Bury new wires & cables to eliminate telephone poles
Possible roles for citizens

· Vote
· Become (active) member of neighborhood group.
· Organize neighborhood tours to get politicians walking the areas
· Make city a “First Class City” to get control
· Hold our elected officials accountable
· Attend hearings
· Know what’s going on—not just newspapers/tv. Email & neighborhood organizations can be very helpful here.
· Take plans from here to governor, mayor, . . .
· Public demonstrations
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