"Diversity" section of the 2/19/07 Waterfront Design discussion at St. Anne's in Port Richmond :

 

 

Why is this issue of diversity so important for the design of the waterfront?

 

A diverse waterfront neighborhood population, if provided with easy connections (walking, biking, transit) with other neighborhood, allows people from all over the city and region (and beyond) to feel interested in, and comfortable visiting, the Philadelphia waterfront. 

 

 

 

What forces drive this issue of 'Diversity'?

 

--  Active (not passive) involvement in activities along the waterfront brings different sorts of people together through shared experiences.

       

          Penn Treaty Park is the most diverse part of Fishtown.

          It brings in people from all over the city.

 

--  Specific waterfront attractions (making use of our culture and history) will pull in many different sorts of people.

 

--  The stable waterfront neighborhoods of the twentieth century were not very diverse, but now that has changed.

 

          Fear:  The current 21st century diversity is at risk.

                     Current gentrification means new homogenization.

                     Neighborhoods will be redefined along income lines. 

 

--  Children are especially open to diversity -- so give them lots of varied activities along the waterfront. Currently, organized sports programs are the main (or only) activities for young people in the neighborhood.  How about arts, drama, dance, etc.? 

 

--  Do not have big "blocks" (stores or otherwise) of only one use as far as the eye can see.  We need a diversity of uses/attractions along the waterfront over short walkable space to attract various kinds of people to the same spot. 

 

--  Develop easy connections between neighborhoods to facilitate ease of movement and mixing of people.  

 

--  Fear:  Casinos attract just one demographic layer. Not diverse, they will decrease diversity.  

 

 

 

Key Design Steps:

 

 

--  Walkways/Bike paths connecting city neighborhoods to the waterfront -- and parking solutions. 

 

--  Sculpture garden using influences from many different nationalities -- reflecting neighborhood history /diversity.

 

--  Murals for I-95 underpasses.

 

--  Public art for drawing people to the river.

 

--  Green spaces with waterfalls and trees.

 

--  Creative water features along the waterfront.  Capture rainwater.   (Stormwater management  --   permeable pavement).

 

--  Benches, pavilions, shade, bathrooms, cafes.

 

--  Internet cafes.

 

--  Swimming pool (and recreation center) right along on the river.

 

--  Solar energy project to electrify the waterfront.

 

--  Interpreting history (neighborhood and city) in some way along the waterfront.

 

--  Music festivals, dance festivals, ethnic festivals.  

 

 

