CREATING A CIVIC VISION FOR THE CENTRAL DELAWARE

INTERVIEW DESIGN PROCESS


Report Form

St. Anne’s Social Hall

Major Themes:

Port activity is fascinating to the general public, it is entertaining, people enjoy seeing ships.

Increased access to the water’s edge is important. // zoning setbacks from riverfront would create access. //walking and biking paths.

Revisit transportation infrastructure, Delaware Ave. and I-95 are obsolete but RR is important, improve port to rail connection.

Expand port south toward Navy Yard and dredge river for larger vessels.  // Maintain but don’t expand the port. Increase commercial activity near Navy Yard. //consolidate the port, pull it together into a single area tied to transportation.

Fear of big box entertainment and retail, chains taking over sucking life out of lots of smaller businesses. //economic diversity // increase private ventures and not just traditional manufacturing jobs // more like Reading Terminal

Desire to use waterfront as a location for educational institutions, school or university.  // New technology campus.  //put Gazella and SS United States here. 

Entertainment venues should be winter proof. // year-round activity.
Encourage tourism. // more visibility for city internationally. Cruise lines, day cruises and ferries. // include history of the port back to 1700s // Williamsburg-like 

Support family activities
Eco-friendly development.

Find other ways to improve the economy. //gambling will provide jobs

More water activity between Phila. and Camden.

Need port careers for young people.

24 hr. day waterfront promotes safety, animate the area
Design Examples:

Areas designed where unloading ships could be observed safely. // Overlooks to see activity of watching ships loading and unloading.

A marina that encouraged mixed use areas that tied leisure boats, restaurants, fishing, shops etc. closer to the shipping activity.

Shipping and ship building.

Link the neighborhoods with the waterfront.

Include gardens and parks. //dynamic use of horticulture. 

Walking and biking paths.

Shopping and museums to serve people of all ages and ethic groups.

Historic markers and interpretive signage.  // Make useful for international user. // put Gazella and SS United States here. 

Concentrate port activities in contiguous area.

Expand public transportation through perpendicular roads and trains.

Cruise lines, day cruises and ferries.

New technology campus.  //  Merck

Rules:

Ensure open access, clean lines of site, places to sit and watch the traffic on the river including casual restaurants. // Hiker-biker paths with overlooks of loading and unloading of ships.

No big box, corporate entertainment, small locally owned businesses

No dirty manufacturing // keep out hazardous businesses
Design for all-season use.
Bring horticulture dynamism to waterfront.

Cluster port into one or two major zones with optimal rail access.// improve port to rail connection.

Renew river as means of transportation, both to Camden and up and down the river.
Create industrially zoned parcels that would attract high-tech campuses.
