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February 7, 2014

Ms Jeanne Klinger, Manager, Zoning Unit




Philadelphia Department of Licenses & Inspections

Municipal Services Building, Concourse Level



1401 JFK Boulevard

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Re:  
1601 S. Christopher Columbus Boulevard


AAA Auto Repair/Service Center


Zoning Permit Issued Without Due Process

Dear Ms Klinger:

On behalf of the Central Delaware Advocacy Group (CDAG) I respectfully request that the above-referenced zoning permit be rescinded.   

For the following reasons, it is the opinion of CDAG that this application was not subject to due process under the standing regulations:  

At the time the application was first submitted to the Department of Licenses and Inspections, Section 
14-1638 of Philadelphia’s Zoning Code required a Plan Of Development (POD) process for any such commercial uses proposed to be located east of Christopher Columbus Boulevard/Delaware Avenue.  The POD process and plan approval by the PCPC were, at the time of application, requirements prior to issuance of a zoning permit.  No such POD process, nor PCPC approval, occurred.   Therefore, it appears that the permit was issued erroneously.

If the application had been amended in any substantive way, or resubmitted by the applicant after the effective date of the current Central Delaware Overlay (CDO) of Philadelphia’s new Zoning Code, the proposed use would be prohibited under the standing regulations.  The applicant would have the right of appeal and public hearing before the ZBA, but no such appeal or hearing process has taken place.  Therefore, it appears that the permit was issued erroneously.

Our interest in this matter is exclusive to preservation of the integrity of the Master Plan for the Central Delaware and the codified regulations intended to guide development toward realization of that Master Plan.  

Respectfully submitted,
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Matthew Ruben

Chair, CDAG

cc:  Councilman Mark Squilla   
Delaware River City Corporation • Fishtown Neighbors Association • Franklin Bridge North • Neighbors Allied for the Best Riverfront • New Kensington Community Development Corporation • Northern Liberties Neighbors Association • Old City Civic Association • Old Swedes Court Homeowners Association • Olde Richmond Civic Association • Penn Future • Pennsport Civic Association • Pennsylvania Environmental Council • Pennsylvania Horticultural Society • Port Richmond on Patrol and Civic Association • Queen Village Neighbors Association • River’s Edge Community Association  •  Society Hill Civic Association  •  Society Hill Towers Homeowners Association  •  South Street Headhouse District  •  Whitman Council

Central Delaware Advocacy Group, P.O. Box 63682, Philadelphia, PA 19147  •  267.977.7257  •  www.CentralDelawareAdvocacy.org
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